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Since 1996, SCCFD has proudly served the City of Los
Altos with high-quality fire and emergency services
through a contract. The Los Altos City Council and Santa
Clara County Board of Supervisors have formally
approved annexation proceedings, overseen by the Local
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO). Annexation
would transition Los Altos from a contract partner to a
permanent member of the Fire District and support the
long-term financial sustainability of the City. Learn more:
losaltosca.gov/sccfd

We are proud to announce that the
Commission of Fire Accreditation
International (CFAI) has granted approval
of the department’s 5th accreditation since
committing to the Center of Public Safety
Excellence (CPSE) self-improvement
process in 2005. Accreditation is the
international gold standard for fire and
emergency services. It serves as a
comprehensive "health check" for our
agency, ensuring we meet high-level
benchmarks in safety, fiscal responsibility,
and operational data. Maintaining
accreditation is a rigorous, multi-year
journey rooted in a commitment to self-
assessment and transparency including
external evaluation by a team of peer
assessors from across the country. By
voluntarily participating in this assessment,
we demonstrate our dedication to a culture
of continual improvement, constantly
evolving to better protect the communities
we serve.

CITY OF LOS ALTOS ANNEXATION

HIGHLIGHTS

CAMPBELL CERT GRADUATION March 14, 2026
We celebrate 28 dedicated community members who graduated from our
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Academy! Each volunteer
demonstrated their ability to manage small fires, safely shut down utilities,
perform light search and rescue, and assist the injured in a simulated
disaster scenario. We are incredibly proud of the teamwork and commitment
displayed by participants Their readiness today means a safer tomorrow for
the entire community. 
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N E W S L E T T E R

March 3, 2026
Assistant Fire Marshal Jeremy Davis teaches basic arson investigation
techniques to our regional partners. County Fire strives to consistently raise
the bar in the area of continuing education for our staff, peers, and the
community.

TEAM APPROACH TO FIRE INVESTIGATION
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The Santa Clara County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) is undergoing a rigorous multi-year assessment to
achieve the Emergency Management Accreditation Program (EMAP) designation. These standards go beyond
benchmarks, they are strategic tools that improve preparedness, coordination, and the ability to respond to disasters such
as fires, floods, earthquakes, and acts of violence. A strong emergency management program reduces damage, speeds
recovery, and ensures essential services continue during crises. It also supports unified planning across fire, law
enforcement, public works, health, and other partners. Accreditation strengthens the entire operational area by
streamlining access to vital disaster recovery funding and ensuring vulnerable populations are integrated into every phase
of planning. As one of only four California counties pursuing this distinction, Santa Clara County is demonstrating a
sophisticated commitment to transparency and continuous improvement. 
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MARCH EVENTS
2 Alarm Structure Fire - 400 block of Kuehnis Dr., Campbell
Firefighters responded to an apartment complex on the 400 block of
Kuehnis Drive at approximately 1 p.m. and located a vehicle fire in a
carport, adjacent to an apartment building. The fire was knocked
down close to 1:50 p.m. Three vehicles and the carport were
destroyed and 60 individuals were temporarily displaced. Ten
apartment units sustained significant heat damage due to the fire.

SUNDAY,  MARCH 15
Special Operations Training at Gilroy Gardens
Led by Fire Captain Chuck Anderson and supported by Gilroy Gardens
Maintenance director Bentley Hidalgo, special operations teams
simulated a rescue response to a critical injury at Gilroy Gardens.
Firefighters used extraction tools to lift heavy machinery while paramedics
provided advanced life support to the mock patient in a confined space.
Our Type 1 Rescue and Hazmat teams are a vital resource for the
community when it comes to rigorous specialiazed technical rescues.

SUNDAY,  MARCH 22
2 Alarm Fire - 300 Block of Bachman Ave., Los Gatos
Firefighters arrived on scene of a two-story residential structure fire in
Los Gatos. The home had a significant fire upon firefighter’s arrival,
and a second alarm was called at approximately 1:15 pm. No injuries
were reported and the cause is under investigation.
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Saratoga CERT Academy- For more information about our upcoming
2026 CERT programs, contact our CERRS Division:
www.sccfd.org/request-a-program
(408) 378-4010 • communityoutreach@sccfd.org
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For information on wildfire preparedness, visit: 
www.sccfd.org/RSG

To register for an upcoming 
Wildfire Preparedness Workshop, visit: 

http://sccfd.eventbrite.com/

or contact Community Education Services at 
(408) 378-4010 • communityoutreach@sccfd.org
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READY, SET, GOWILDFIRE PREPAREDNESS

SET
Being SET means staying informed,
alert, and ready to act quickly if
conditions change. During this phase,
residents should monitor local alerts,
prepare to implement their evacuation
plan, and ensure homes and properties
are defensible. 

GO
The GO phase of the Ready, Set, Go
wildfire preparedness program signals
that it’s time to act immediately. When
ordered to evacuate, leave without delay
and follow directions from local
authorities to ensure your safety. Going
early and calmly can save lives and help
emergency responders do their jobs
safely.

READY
Being READY for wildfire starts with
maintaining an adequate defensible
space and by hardening your home.
Defensible space is the buffer you create
by removing dead plants, grass and
weeds. Hardening your home means
using construction materials that can help
your home withstand flying embers
finding weak spots in the construction,
which can result in your house catching
fire.
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